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the ablest of the works that have sprung up in the last few years bear¬ 
ing on the subject of nervous and mental hygiene. It is a volume for 
the neurologist not only to read and study as a guide in his daily work 
but one that he can safely put in the hands of the better educated of his 
clientele. 

Jelliffe. 

Text-Book of Psychiatry, A Psychological Study of Insanity for 
Practitioners and Students. By Dr. E. Mendel, A. O. Professor 
in the University of Berlin. Authorized Translation by William 
C. Krauss, M.D. F. A. Davis Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The original edition of Mendel’s Lehrbuch has been reviewed in these 
columns and we can only call attention to the fact that it is made more 
available to English readers by means of a very excellent translation very 
free from errors of interpretation. 

It is to be recalled that Mendel wrote his book late in life and yet 
it represented the same ideas that he taught when he began some twenty- 
years previously, showing little advance in the author’s point of view of 
psychiatric problems. 

The work is particularly valuable to students for its able discussion of 
the symptomatology of mental disorders; that part of the work dealing 
with special psychiatry, or disease forms, however, being antiquated even 
in so recent a volume. The didactic features of the work render it use¬ 
ful to a certain class of students, but the lack of perspective shown in the 
volume is an initial defect of the author’s method. 

As for the translation itself Dr. Krauss has done it well and the 
defects are very few. He is to be congratulated on giving to the English 
students of psychiatry a work which though not commanding a topmost 
rank.in German psychiatry, is a worthy exponent of the individual teacher’s 
thoughts. 

K. M. V. 

Clinical Psychiatry. A Text-Book for Students and Physicians. Ab¬ 
stracted and Adapted from the Seventh German Edition of 
Kraepelin’s Lehrbuch der Psychiatrie. By A. Ross Diefendorf, 
M.D., Lecturer in Psychiatry in Yale University, etc. Second Edi¬ 
tion, Revised and Augmented. The Macmillan Company, New York. 

In our review of the first edition put forth by the author we expressed 
ourselves that students of psychiatry in the United States were under 
obligations'to Dr. Diefendorf for his excellent effort in bringing Kraepelin’s 
thoughts before us in so acceptable and able a manner. 

This second edition augments that weight of obligation for in it, by 
the marked increase in pages the author has been better enabled to bring 
out the value of the German original than before. It is of course an 
extremely difficult task to take a text-book of 450,000 words and compress 
it to less than one third of this size and do the author full justice, especially 
when the original is regarded as a model of compact descriptive psychiatry, 
and no one knows better than the writer of this new edition how difficult 
it has been to choose material which has seemed to him of most importance. 
He has done his work well, however, in spite of the difficulties, and we 
venture to say that they have been more difficult even than if an original 
work had been attempted. 
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What criticism may be launched at the present edition concerns itself 
with the inherent difficulties of the situation. We feel that the author’s 
breadth of concept; his philosophical outlook on the problems of psychiatry 
have suffered the most in the condensing process, and that Kraepelin has 
been interpreted in a much narrower and more didactic manner than his 
admirers would wish. This is no fault of the .abstracter but is perhaps a 
necessary evil arising out of conditions which publishers impose upon 
authors. 

We congratulate Dr. Diefendorf on the excellent manner in which his 
work has been done. Students of psychiatry will welcome the work and 
our hope is that it may receive the hearty support that it so richly deserves 
and that a further edition may reach nearer the goal of the ideal of the 
German edition. Readers of the first edition should certainly have this 
later one if they would hope to obtain a better idea of the thoughts of the 
leading spirit in German psychiatry. 

Jelliffe. 

Diseases of the Nervous System. Edited by Archibald Church, M.D. 
Authorized Translation from the Die Deutsche Klinik under the 
General' Editorial Supervision of Julius L. Salinger, M.D. D. 
Appleton and Company, New York and London. 

Our readers are acquainted with the volumes on Nervous Diseases in 
the Deutsche Klinik, reviews of which have been published. Our medical 
public is to be congratulated that they here appear, well edited and trans¬ 
lated into English, affording a comprehensive series of monographs written 
by the best of German authors, who, for the most part may be said to 
have specialized particularly on the subject on which they write. Roth- 
mann and Rosin take up the Anatomical and Histological Aspects of the 
Brain, laying full stress upon the physiological aspects. Redlich, of 
Vienna, treats of the Modern Aids to Diagnosis, while Quincke, whose 
name is associated with Lumbar Puncture, writes on this subject. R. 
Geigel writes on Cerebral Hemorrhage and Embolism, Wernicke, on 
Aphasia, Gutzmann on Disturbances of Speech, while Schultze, of Bonn, 
takes up the Tumors of the Cord. Leyden and Lazarus write the article 
on Myelitis, while Erb again appears with Tabes; Redlich on Multiple 
Sclerosis and Schultze on Syringomyelia then follow; H. Liitlye, of 
Erlangen, has a chapter on Freidreich’s Disease, Redlich another on Spastic 
Spinal Paralysis, so-called, while Schultze takes up the.Poliomyelitis Group. 
Bernhardt is again at work on the Peripheral Paralyses, Cassirer on 
Neuritis and 'Polyneuritis. Eichorst on Neuralgia. Edinger discusses 
Headache and Migraine, and Erb writes on Paralysis Agitans, offering 
nothing new; Frankl-Hochwart writes on Athetosis, Myotonia and Tetany, 
in which latter affection he has advanced to the possible relation of the 
parathyroids to some forms of the affection. Remak describes Localized 
Spasms; Eulenburg, Grave’s Disease and Neurasthenia; Vonkastner, of 
Berlin, Epilepsy; Ziehen, Hysteria; Schuster, Traumatic Neuroses; 
Cassirer, Vasomotor Trophic Neuroses. The last article by Cassirer 
deals with the Occupation Neuroses. 

It is well known that this series of monographs although shorter 
than many that are available, are among the best that we possess. Some 
are of unequal value, and did not represent, at the time of their appearance, 
the full knowledge up to that time, but as a collection, it cannot be excelled. 

Jelliffe. 



